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pardon me, if what I did not conceive to be any great evil
to myself, I was not much terrified with the thoughts of
happening to them: in truth, I have often thought they
are both too good, and too gentle, to be trusted to the
power of any man." With what a tenacity of courtesy
he treated the whilom Mary Daniel may be gathered from
tbe following vignette of insolence in office, which can be
taken as a set-off to the malicious tattle of Walpole:

" Soon after their departure \_i. e., Mr. Welch and a companion], our
cabin, where my wife and I were sitting together, was visited by two
ruffians, whose appearance greatly corresponded with that of the
sheriff's, or rather the knight-marshal's bailiffs. One of these espe-
cially, who seemed to affect a more than ordinary degree of rudeness
and insolence, came in without any kind of ceremony, with a broad
gold lace upon his hat, which was cocked with much military fierce-
ness on his head. An inkhorn at his button-hole, and some papers
in his hand, sufficiently assured me what he was, and I asked him
if he, and his companions were not custom-house officers; he an-
swered with sufficient dignity that they were, as an information
which he seemed to consider would strike the hearer with awe, and
suppress all further inquiry; but on the contrary I proceeded to ask
of what rank he was in the Custom house, and receiving an answer
from his companion, as I remember, that the gentleman was a riding
surveyor; I replied, that he might be a riding surveyor, but could be
no gentleman, for that none who had any title to that denomination
would break into the presence of a lady, without any apology, or even
moving his hat. He then took his covering from his head, and laid
it on the table, saying, he asked pardon, and blamed the mate, who
should, he said, have informed him if any persons of distinction were
below. I told him he might guess from our appearance (which,
perhaps, was rather more than could be said with the strictest ad-
herence to truth) that he was before a gentleman and lady, which
should teach him to be very civil in his behaviour, tho' we should
not happen to be of the number whom the world calls people of
fashion and distinction. However, I said, that as he seemed sensible
of his error, and had asked pardon, the lady would-permit him to
put his hai on again, if he chose it. This he refused with some
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